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ABOUT BMHA 


EDITOR'S COLUMN 


Bicycle Mootle tame of Americe got tte etart 
he dupe *89 Seoue of GET andes to 

ae ho eperate bicycle-aabile, oF 

powered conteyasce”, eigned by 


na read .AM feponed, 31d ov queens 


Then i pet of 190 we ad our first Bek 
forun at the tnytbe fantest ion’ We: played 20.4 packed 


(sadeg'5¢"same to our aeliiog iist, Gur *01 forum at 
The"hanventtion ore again wel -ateanded, and sou BMA te 
‘oe tbe wey to being ectabiiated se a "Fequiar™ at thte 


hie te the fourth sane of our snletter 
Ineptte of the urunl suisard beginning period the BMA 
AeviLatter has tecome clearing hoves for the exchange 
Of info sed ideas for the bam sho ge on tbe air fron 
their bicycle 


Stace inst January oor patd maberatip bee 
rom tree tio 


‘The EMEA HF net ts etl] going 
strong and has becone a regular meeting 
place for bikie-bams, whether out on the 
bike or just sitting in the chack, 

Hike Hickolaus, ¥FO¥, the net 
control, will call the net from RAGBRAT 
‘the mammoth ride across Iowa. Listen for 
Mike and check into the net on Sunday July 
21. After an 80 mile day on the bike Nike 
Wii] call the net from his motor hone 


14.259 
2330 UIC 
st & Srd Sunday of each sonth 


(plus or minus three) 


Just yesterday 1 sprung for a PC ~~ 
fo full-blowm 386 with the capability of 
Going many different things. I'll be able to 
Fun packet, maniter HP for DX, and do word~ 
processing, all at the same tine. But most 
Smportant, T have PageMaker and an HP IT 
laser printer, all of which means that the 
next issue of the BNKA NewsLetter should 
ook pretty slick. Yow all I have to do 4s 
earn how to run thie fearsome equipment, 

T'd 1ike to again invite all you 
bikie-homs to send in your writings about 
your rigs, your hom-brewings, your 
Adventures, your experiences while bicycle 
mobile. To’ those who missed their DEADLIVES, 
please buckle down and get your stuff in for 
the October issue. The dandline ie Avg 20, 
"92 DAYTON HANVENTION 

We'll soon start dickering with the 
Forum Chairman for a Saturday or Friday 

|. Consensus ecens to be 
desirable of the 


P 


three days. Nore later, 
TREASURY REPORT 
Fiscal year July 1, 1990 to June 30, 1991 


Dues money receiv 
Expenses: 
Terex 


$815.50 


922.15 
postage 221.55 

Stationery & misc. 70.20 
Total Expenses 613.90 
Bank balance on hand: 


‘As you can see, we're still just equ 
by. Ina separate miling, sembers will coon 
receive notice that renewal of monberchip 
fee is due. 

Thanks to all who wished me speedy 
recovery, Tae doctors and T are happy with 
the progress. I'm walking an hour a day at a 
good clip, and cycling 15 to 20 mtles, 2 or 
3 days a veek. 


AOA, Editor 


HELPING THE NON—HAMS 


1 pot my bleycte sobtle pear together for th 
nd enjoyment of operatiog stile on the rows. 1 
salsa had’ Had the ability fo eal far aedp tf 
Sevld teed it. I ata oot anticipate owing he nel 
for any Kind of publte service, but shortly after 

ting the aetup vorning a0 ay road hie, there 
WS valb-i-Taon here tn boviger 


{s sae an seven day, except for the rest 
sop outhoveee blowing over every So Sea! leant te 
fe beceptiounliy wa) tows. Whey 1 fenlly Sou bre 
S loataph sou wind op pe nalonsl FT) de thereat 
Sop stare the"johae ad blows ower, 1nd to ela? 

Sim Secagee to net conrai the iter amateurs 
ERIS ae pS at Stet wat 
‘ine, bet 'ny bow alo mi conpetely impervious tle 
1 tmrgnney tattic man hauled T hepato soniye 
fe" poteatian that Sicyeie monte operStore howe fr 
Siptag out aan orgacsas seat 


later i the year, 1 signed op to ride # local 
crstury aveat. "Tae epancoring bfoyele clsb bad 
Uacitfonsliy sed e/Renct(€8) group for 
cemmtttcatione aed sag support. fo the lant fev years 
Shae Save risden in thie event, I felt the chore 


i tan at the coat stop encouraged mt to caecr 
nto the net. 7 thought T'wosla'aot be atle to mike the 
Fejeater vith one matt, but the 578 save 
sof checked tn. he lock would have Te, 
Snbolaace and estate patrol car withis’ three ailee of 
be rest stop. They safe loading x young tome tate foe 
asbolance: I'got ae much of the etary ae Y cond frou 
‘he state tropper, and called ft in to aet control, The 
iy"got tu touch wich the president of 
so tne op Jt‘ he euintce te 
ig. ie wae quite lapreaaed with the reeponse tad 
rofecsionatlon of the han involved 


a were feporting the tecidast ar they 
‘topes Viesever we fot suather 


iy HSA to cath to gute o few eng cagunts 
se well acleone repair reginete, T tae now feslly 
cei te eye mnie frat te tre 


Bere oe 


SATE Eo Spas pte cope ae 


Fopair unite hed hms. ks circumtance would iets 
Sottee thea thie a cond hin over Bip th 
sell. How te tt possible that withio istes of 
iat the aote Bieyete 
tion coule' fin both of thaw tt the eam 


ele mite tas 2 
fo time Jou gee called poe 
ee eles thueh £9 ok 


ae Kopp), 10K # vAesIA 
{topo Og bre acs 


The “Gentleman's” Bowdster, 
ith Carey and Bayi Bag (qunt Lak), 
tn dreing Wie rsdondp and tao or eg 


SAFETY 


-biyete radio rage to be efficte 
fy co operate, Out the overriding cusstderation to an 
Hine aetropolstan Boston ts safety. Te'e obvicue 


EN, jen St Soncoatue afey thule over Se 


vite that ie mindy the 
icatad on having s bicycle with stra 
watch allows the rider's bande to be at the 


ie scvording to the excelent deetractions 
Sreicle (ove EM Hevaletter, April 1991, pp. 2,3.) 


voir ek 
LT Tae. 
mutes SS rae 


te top 


‘slot saooge to moist the pustbattcn eeivch Ma 
Scre'that youtmosure the bogy of the sich 29 Jot 
Saoy it wilt clear the cfreutt Soard) Aecisait the 
Fists with come adbentve-iike roseer comer thst wil 

i tster ie chee of trou 
feo lends fron the cireutt toard to 


TS7Ich tape worte woh 
The vvinarable epot tn the ayeten is that the 

ek she tow inevitably gote Benge 
2Xteee' so orks The snow? fate tack-eolder 


eit doves & ania ville stcely. Agate, 
peokstely soli 


Moet Hectordy XA 02385 


SDITOR: Hartley Alley 34 


20AsD OF ADVISORS: unael) Dearebuts KEE 
Tae Koppi EDOBC, ike Aickolnuc APOF, Bo 


We welcome articiee, suggestions, 
snsouncemate, letters, photor, srteor® 
essing to’ oloyeling faite Sprating 


‘Submitted material will be edited for clarity, 
and 1¢ neceonary, shortened to fit space coustraiste, 


aterial ehould be aubattted before Dect, 
Yar. 1, s08e' op Septel fer tecluston te the euoving 
owve 


BA NEWSLETTER Se the quarts 
he aicyte bie Ham of Arion 


y publication ot 
Tested tn Jan, Apr, 
‘TELEPHOHE; 309-404-0960 


BICYCLE WOBTLE TAKE OF AMERICA (BHU) 
Box 4009, Boulder, Colorado 80300, 


arvou, poss: 


BITS AND PIECES 


BEHEWOTH 

Don't miss the current (August) 
seus of BICYCLING magazine. Turn to page 56 
‘and you'll be dazzled by the double-page 
photo of BMEA‘er Steve Roberts, NARVE, and 
Bis 1.2 million dollar bicycle. Yes, 
$1,200,000! Steve's bike and trailer te 
loaded’ with all kinds of electronic and 
communication gear including, of course, ham 
Fadios. All told it weighs about 350 1bs, 
hence the name, BEHEXOTE. 

‘As a break-in, Steve will ride 
RAGBRAI, the July 21-27 Great Ride Across 
Towa, and from there a swing to Yew York and 
the long trek back to his home base in 
California. ¥e expect Stave will be checking 
into the BMA net ~~ eee page 1. 


cv ONLY 
From a BMHA‘er who rides @ Schwinn 
"The Motorcycle Post Office 


fat 2130 UTC. All weak-signal form! 
Radiogran Traffic welcome, such as that from 
bicycle mobile stations. Send inquiries to 
WKLL, PO Ret Manager, 79 Hancock St. 
Lexington, MA 02173, 


CLUBS & EVENTS 


be locates on 
Bleyeie patho 


DARC'# “HO (HobLLe Op a Bike) te sot exact! 
group of younest 


Spportuntey, tr 
Eiagt hore 
ride in-grovps of taree to ten, 
plea ride Cnty to 8 


(ue of several spectal interest groupe witht 
‘te DAVC, "tbe ADH has ste ave abires, emblasosed with 
HS om syabol” (eee iLlustration), ts ove colum 15 
the Clus'd moony bulletin, ant even a bit of tts oom 
special lanpenge, “Vosther tape don't rige at 
temperatures below 50 depres 

sostiy level riverside bike patie, will "bill Billvee” 
(allee "bili bellies by the river rate) ride the sore 
‘souatetaoss paths 


(Once the group was ridiag when one of oor 
stronger earthquaker struck. "Theoght I had a Fat," 
See "faought 1 tae blading,” vere the most comes 
fy bet ouaying power poles snd power lies told 
i story. All riders apist for thelr respective 
owes uly to find ainiaal damage’ broken Sieh or tho 
sr earhy Veietier 416 208 


‘The HOB hae nad its share of typical Bicycle 
tnjuries. Lote of trutees and scrapes, © few 


Incerattons requiring sutures, s beskee are, and ose 


Sur raStoe tave enabled ue 
Biker or minor tedert 
sabolance or too have been eumnoned for sore sericos 
tejortee 


Prequestly supporting bike rides epotenred by 


So" ote in Toft babind 


our met 


‘s 
Downey, Ch 96241 


‘THE IRONBUTT 24 HOUR MARATHON 
October 12-13, 1991 
Okiahom City, OK 


Here is an event for the masochist 
anong us. An opportunity to suffer elec 
deprivation and pain simultaneously. 1 have 
first hand experience having participated tp 
‘the {naugural running of the event (I rode 3 
paltry 258 miles, couldn't handle the lack 
Of sleep and stopped for a nap during the 
night), T think I'll limt ay participation 
to support from now on ....1 just love to 
watch suffering. 


ALL kidding aside, TROSBUTT 1s a 
great event with opportunities to receive 
UWCA Hational points and set nationally 
recognized records in 5-year age groups tn 
categories. 


For those of us who are not so gung- 
ho there is # new event called TINBUTT, 2 12 
hour event, which also serves ac a qualifier 
for IRONBUTT. TINBUTT will be beld on June 
28 at the same location, You my also 
quality for IROFBUIT by riding at least 200 
Biles in 26 hrs, For further info contact me 
via packet (VASIRH @ VBSFVE.OK) or the event 
promter, Red Callaway, 4505 8, Utah Ave 
Oklahoma city, OK 73112 (405094 


Hank Blackstock, WASJRH 
P.O. Box 20081 
Oklahom City, O 73156-0081 


HOME—-BREW PROJECTS 


‘A CHEAP GROUSDPLANE FOR YOUR VERTICAL 


T have a 1/4 vave and a 5/8 ave 2 
meter mag-nount that I use for my bicycle 
mobile operations, They work much better 
than a rubber duck, but due to the bicycle's 
poor groundplane they do act perfora as well 
18 they would on a car roof. Since I run an 
IC-2AT, with only 1.5 watts maximum output, 
I need’all the help I can get in using it 
nost efficiently. I cet about trying to find 
some Kind of a groundplane for the bike, 

1 tried a number of ideas, hoping to 
find a good, Lightweight groundplane. 1 took 
the steel rack from my old Sears 3-speed and 
put it on ay mountain bike, which I run my 
bicycle mobile operations off of, The mag~ 
aounts stuck to it by themselves, but there 
wee no difference in the signal strength. A 
few times I put a steel cookie sheet on the 
ack and put the mg-nount on top of that. 
That improved my signal tremendovely, but 
vas too cumbersome {or normal use, 

Finally, one day when I was talking 
with a friend on the local repeater, it Bit 
me. I was at home using the HT with ay 
homebrew groundplane that hangs’ in « corner 
of ay chack. I thought to myself, “A eimple 
1/4 wave radiator really doen't 'do much of 
anything, but with RADIALS I can Bit the 
repeater 20 miles avay almost DEQ on low 
power. It's all in the radials...” 

After the chat I vent downstairs 
and decided to try to build a set of radials 

not 8 full groundplane, Just radials. 
lused sone steel wire left over from By 
@trection-finding antenna. I cut two lengths 
fof wire about 4 feet long. The length is not 
Amportant since I trimsed them down later. 


EMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


BICYCLE MOBILE HAMS OF AMERICA CHMHA) 


‘The actual length also depends on the width 
of your rack. I then twisted the tw pieces 
of wire together in the middle to form an X 

id eoldered then. Then 1 put them on ny 
bike sandwiched between the rack and the 
antenna. I bent the radials dow at a 45 
degree angle at the edge of the rack, not 
right at the conter point. I figured that 
even though the bike frame itself is not a 
good groundplane, it still might belp 
‘somevbat, 60 I made sure that the antenna 
ground still mde contact with the frame. T 
measured 19 inches (for 2 meters) from the 
sage of the rack, again not including the 
length of wire that 1s on the rack, and cut 
the radials to size, Then it was time to 
test it. 

1 put the 5/8 mag-nount on the rack 
without the radials and joined som friends 
fon a fairly distant repeater. Then I put the 
radials on by sandwiching then between the 
rack and the antenna, On my next 
trancaission I acked if there was 
Amprovenent. Everyone said that it was a 
drestic improvement! The simple addition of 
radials worked just ac well ae the cookie 


sheet, and they were lightwoight and eneily 
Fenovable. The nice thing about the ote) 
wire is that tt tc strong enough to keep tts 


shape, but it ie still flexible. enouth not 
to break tf you maneuver a little too close 
to a tree, car, or person. ven ie they do 
get bent, ‘thay'can easily be bent beck {nto 
Shape. Thte ie the best grotndplane 1 know 
Of Fight now for a bleycie, It can eactly be 
fdapted for use with a “permanent” antenva, 
too. Tt ts very cheap, easy to build, and 
brings a vast {nprovement to. your efgaal 
Wiat*more'could's bleyeler aobiler sent? 


Justin Hughes, KALULT 
252 Stow Ba. 
Harvard, XA 01451 


(check one) new mombor___ 


renewal 


cant 


tp. 


Regular Membership: $10 per year 


Addttional contributions will help defray coat of preparing and mailing the 


quarterly BMHA WewsLetter. 


Boclosed 18 my check for $ 
Wake checks payable to BMHA, Bleycle Mobile Hama of America) 


QSL CORNER 


In this space we feature QSL cards 
that have # bicycle-mobtle motif 
Sené yours in. We'll run it 


1908 Maple Avenoe #6 
‘Orange County 
Conta Mos, CA 82627 
USA 


BMA FEVSLETTER 
Bicycle obile Hams of America 
PO Bor 4009 

Boulder, CO 80306 


Address Correction Requested 


First Class Kail 


2 


Sar | ohn G Bates 
5804 Antoinette St 
Sarasota, FL_ 34232 


KC4ECA 


contract 


This is a new department in the BHHA 
HowsLetter, the object being to establish a 
Clearing house where our readers can 
cxchange informtion. Send in your request 
SSverll run tt 


i'd tke to contact anyone who bas had 
‘experience using solar power on the bike 
while under vay." 

Hartley Alley, BACK 
Box. 4009 

Boulder, CO 80306 


03 496 6559 


